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Europeanisation:

institutionalization of 
policy, paradigms, 

norms, etc. created in 

EU policy making (e.g. 
Radaelli 2004)



5 June 1972 

Stockholm Conference on the Environment

1 January 1973

UK accedes to the European Communities



De-Europeanisation depends on 
(highly uncertain) future relationship.
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A Map of EU Climate Policy
(Based on Nachmany et al. 2015)
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65% apply to Norway

Policy: Climate Change Mitigation

“Brexit means 
Brexit.” 

–Theresa May, 30 June 2016

“After the binary 
question of June there 

are many possible 
Brexits.”

–Hugo Rifkind, The Times, 30 
August 2016
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The EU Withdrawal Act

• UK policy: net zero 
target, Climate Change 

Act, carbon budgets.

• EU law ‘cut-and-pasted’ 

to UK.

• To be changed later?
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Governance (gaps)

• EU law & policy enforced by 
European Commission, Court of 
Justice of the European Union 
(CJEU).

• Infringement procedure, ‘shadow 
of fines.’

Policy

Governance



Fines are rare but painful



“the effectiveness of the 

EU regulatory regime is 

thanks in part to the 

deterrent effect of the 

power… to levy fines” 

(House of Lords EU 

Committee).

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201617/ldselect/ldeucom/109/109.pdf


Governance (gaps)

• Environmental principles (EU 
Treaties, e.g. precautionary, high 
level of protection).

• Proposed UK Office for 
Environmental Protection (and 
e.g. Committee on Climate 
Change).

• Appointments/funding by 
government; similar procedure 
but less teeth.

Policy

Governance
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Politics: Loosening the constraints?

EU policy & 
governance has 

constrained UK-level 
political 

contestation.

The implications of 12 
December General 

Election

Governance



Politics: Is Brexit a critical juncture?

Critical juncture: “…brief phases of institutional flux […] during 

which more dramatic change is possible.” 
(Cappocia and Kelemen 2007, pg. 341, emphasis added)

Changes in 
policy direction

Brexit



Politics: A permanent change?
More space for policy change with government change.

More differentiation?

Changes in 
policy direction

Brexi
t
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Devolution

• Devolution adopted in Scotland, 
Wales, Northern Ireland in 
context of EU environmental 

policy.

• Many environmental policies 
devolved (climate uneven).

• EU served as baseline, 
“minimum common standards.”

• Who designs post-Brexit policy?
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UK: Important, uncertain, differentiated
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European Union Climate Policy Instruments in Force 

(1988-2019)
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A Map of EU Climate Policy

(Based on Nachmany et al. 2015)

More recently: the Energy Union Governance Regulation; National 

Energy and Climate Plans; 

von der Leyen/ Timmermans Green New Deal



Brexit & European Union climate 

politics: A case study of the EU ETS

Based on: Dupont, C. & Moore, B. (2019). Brexit and the EU in Global Climate 

Governance. Politics and Governance 7(3). DOI: 10.17645/pag.v7i3.2137 



Source: Sandbag EUA Price Viewer

The economic crisis led to falling emissions, surplus 

allowances, and a falling carbon price
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Raising the 
carbon price

Direct price management (price 

floors) had limited support, so…

Volume management: reduce 

allowances in circulation to raise prices



The UK in the Council

A skilled negotiator for increased ETS 

stringency



The UK Government

Supported raising allowance prices, including:

• Backloading (with cancellation of allowances)
• Market Stability Reserve

• Doubled intake rate into reserve of 24%

• Allowance cancellation
• Increase of EU 2020 greenhouse gas target to 30% 

after Copenhagen
• Conditional 50% target for 2030



Votes/

Population 

Needed to 

Adopt

Vote       

with UK

Vote 

without 

UK

Backloading Decision (1359/2013) 74% 92.3% 91.6%

MSR Decision (2015/1814) 65% 84.5% 82.2%

2018 Directive (General Approach) 65% 72.4% 68.3%

2018 Directive (2018/410) 65% 89.9% 88.4%



Like-minded group (coalition in favor of more volume 

management): 

UK, France, Sweden, Netherlands, Denmark, Luxembourg

Volume-management skeptics: 
Poland, Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary, Cyprus
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The UK in the European Parliament

Unified parties, split delegation



EP

Parties (EP Group) Members Cohesion Vote For

Conservative Party (ECR) 20 82.35 75%

Labour Party (S&D) 20 84.21 85%

UK Independence Party 

(ENF)
20 100 0%

Green Party (G/EFA) 3 100 0%

Independent (ENF) 3 100 0%

Scottish National Party 

(G/EFA)
2 100 100%

Democratic Unionist Party 

(NI)
1 100 100%

Liberal Democrats (ALDE) 1 100 100%

Plaid Cymru (G/EFA) 1 100 0%

Sinn Féin (GUE/NGL) 1 100 0%

Ulster Unionist Party (ECR) 1 100 100%

UK Delegation 73 52.78 51%
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Paris Agreement implementation, 

Madrid 2019, Glasgow 2020

The UK Government a highly effective, 
respected part of EU negotiating team. 

EU risks losing capacity; UK risks losing clout.
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A NETWORK OF ACADEMIC 

EXPERTS ANALYSING HOW 

BREXIT IS AFFECTING THE 

ENVIRONMENT

www.brexitenvironment.co.uk 

Twitter: @BrexitEnv



Thank you!

� Questions/comments welcome! 

� brendan.moore@uea.ac.uk

� Twitter: @DrBrendanMoore

� www.brexitenvironment.co.uk

� @BrexitEnv

mailto:brendan.moore@uea.ac.uk
http://www.brexitenvironment.co.uk/

